ARTwalk

The Staines Public Art Trail

1. Roman Shields, Centurion House, London Road

By Terence Clark

The sculpture is constructed of self-coloured steel and depicts the town’s Roman connection. 

2. Roman Frieze, London Road

By Jeff Salter

Romans built the first bridge across the River Thames at a similar time to the construction of Hadrian's Wall. Inspiration was taken from artwork decorating Roman pottery found locally.

3. Roman Horse, London Road

By Belinda Rush Jansen

This bronze relief carving of a Roman horse is a direct reference to Staines and its historical context. It also acknowledges Roman remains found at the building’s site. 

4. The Swan Upper, Fairfield Avenue
Every July, when cygnets are about two months old, the annual swan marking (swan upping) begins at Sunbury in Spelthorne and passes through Staines. This tradition dates from the 12th century. 

5. Small Mosaics, High Street 

By Gary Drostle

Gateways at either end of the High Street and four lamp-posts outside the entrance to the Elmsleigh Shopping Centre feature mosaic panels illustrating local history. Stone tree surrounds have mosaic inlaid details.
6. Metropolitan Drinking Fountain, High Street

Mosaic by Gary Drostle. 

The late 19th Century drinking fountain used to be located in Market Square. It was moved to Moor Lane in the 1950s and finally located in the High Street in 2002.

7. Mosaic Borough Arms, High Street

By Gary Drostle

The coat of arms of the Borough is surrounded by an authentic Roman 3 strand guilloche pattern and was created using traditional mosaic techniques.

8. Brick carving, Norris Road

This is an allegorical representation of 2 boats coming together depicting the Two Rivers. 
9. Time Continuum, Two Rivers

By David Backhouse

This sculpture symbolises the life and vitality of Staines from Roman times to the end of the second Millennium AD.  It is in the form of a simple sundial and the figures cast their shadows to the north at midday Greenwich Mean Time. 

10. Water Sprites, Two Rivers

By David Backhouse

Two river sprites emerge from the water, hands linked, their meeting symbolic of the vitality and life of the waterways which converge on the site. 

11. Sweeps ditch stone and plaques, close to Warner Brothers Cinema

The main stone and a further 15 round plaques denote the route of Sweeps ditch, a medieval boundary, across the Two Rivers car park.
12. Water Nymphs, Tilly’s Lane

By Mrs C Bigger

The stainless steel sculpture depicts two water nymphs believed by the Romans to inhabit all rivers and streams. They are said to bring wealth and prosperity to the surrounding area. 

13. Brick carving, Tillys Lane 2002

By Mr McKenna

Two ladies represent the Colne and Wraysbury Rivers which flow in to the Thames. The man is Old Father Thames. The Staines civic coat of arms is represented by the swan.   

14. Release Every Pattern

By David Annand

The Staines Linoleum Factory was situated where the Two Rivers Shopping Centre now stands, and was a major employers in the area at the turn of the century.   
15. Dove of Peace, Staines Methodist Church, overlooking Memorial Gardens

A relief carving of the dove that symbolises peace in biblical tales. 

16. The Origami Swans, Memorial Gardens

By Tom Brown

The swan and her cygnet represent the swan which appears in the borough coat of arms. They are made from folded polished stainless steel.

17. The Swan Arches, Memorial Gardens 

By Antony and Simon Robinson.

The small reliefs on the arches’ legs were designed by children from Kingscroft Primary School, Staines and depict images linked to Staines’ rich heritage. Look straight up and you’ll see a soaring swan. 

18. The Blue Anchor Pub, Market Square

How many windows? Look again. The windows on this pub were blocked up and painted over when window tax was introduced in 1696. The building is also Grade II* listed.
19. War Memorial, Market Square

The war memorial commemorated the First World War dead and features members of the armed forces as engaged statues as well as a statue of an angel with a torch and wreath. 

20. Brewery Tower, Church Street

Look up! Decorated ironwork supports a flag pole on this late 19th Century brewery building. 

21. The River Guardian, Thames Path next to the River Thames

By Simon Buchanan

The work is carved out of Portland limestone and it is a stylised representation of a heron. It represents the river and is a benign marker for river traffic and pedestrians.
22. Tiling, Hanover House, Bridge Close

Decorative tiling and mosaic has been included in the property’s boundary fronting the River Thames.







