Decision No. 16


HOME REPAIR ASSISTANCE GRANT APPLICATION – Mrs barbara mcdonnell, 24 Abbeyfield, thameside, chertsey
Report of the Management Team to the Portfolio Holder



1.                  PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1 To request that the Portfolio Holder for Adult and Elderly Services [housing] be asked to agree the award of a Home Repair Assistance Grant (HRA) to enable Mrs McDonnell to have the necessary disabled persons’ adaptation to her mobile home.

2. BACKGROUND

2.1 In September 2002 a report was received from Surrey Social Services requesting a disabled adaptation to Mrs McDonnell’s home, as she can no longer access her bath.

2.2 Mrs McDonnell lives in a mobile home and is therefore not currently able to apply for a Disabled Facilities Grant (DFG), because the legislation only permits a DFG application for adaptation in a dwelling.  This legislation will, however, be repealed in July 2003, after which residents of mobile homes will be entitled to apply for a Disabled Facilities Grant.

3. PROPOSALS

To award a Home Repair Assistance Grant to Mrs McDonnell.

4. options

4.1  The Executive has previously resolved that disabled adaptations can be grant aided to owners of mobile homes, but only by them applying for an HRA grant, which is a discretionary grant.

4.2  At Spelthorne the current policy is that although anyone over the age of 60 can legally apply for an HRA grant, regardless of income, the Council only awards them to clients who are in receipt of income-related benefit.

4.3  The Portfolio Holder for Adult and Elderly Services [housing] is asked to consider awarding an HRA grant in this case, even though the client’s income is slightly too high to make her eligible for any such benefit.

5. financial implications 

5.1  If Mrs McDonnell was able to apply for a DFG she would be subject to a test of her financial resources and in her case she would have to pay £531.04 towards the total cost of the adaptation.  The cost of the works in this case is estimated to be £4163.65 and the total grant would, therefore, be £3632.61.

6. recommendation

7. The Management Team recommends that the Portfolio Holder for Adult and Elderly Services [housing] agrees to the award of a Home Repair Assistance Grant of £3632.61 to Mrs Barbara McDonnell of 24 Abbeyfield, Thameside, Chertsey, which represents the cost of the works which have been deemed necessary for her needs as a disabled resident, but takes into account the contribution she would be required to make if she had been eligible to apply for a Disabled Facilities Grant.


Contact:
Karen Cregan
01784 446377 or e-mail k.cregan@spelthorne.gov.uk 
Portfolio Holder:
Councillor Ted Culnane
Background Papers:

There are none.
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