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Spelthorne Employment and Development Trends – June 2010 
This monthly fact sheet provides information on employment and housing development trends.  

Unemployment(1) and Job Vacancies

The latest unemployment and vacancy figures for May were published in mid-June.  Unemployment in Spelthorne has again fallen slightly since last month as have the job vacancies.  
Table 1 shows unemployment as a percentage of the economically active population in the area.  Table 2 puts the local claimant rate levels in a wider sub-regional, regional and national context.

Table 1   Unemployment Claimant Count Trends by Local Authority
	
	Spelthorne
	Elmbridge
	Runnymede
	Windsor & Maidenhead
	Slough
	Hounslow
	Hillingdon
	Richmond upon Thames

	Date
	No.
	%
	No.
	%
	No.
	%
	No.
	%
	No.
	%
	No.
	%
	No.
	%
	No.
	%

	Apr 07
	659
	1.2
	535
	0.7
	427
	0.8
	939
	1.1
	1,998
	2.6
	3,287
	2.2
	3,309
	2.1
	1,359
	1.2

	Apr 08
	569
	1.0
	457
	0.6
	344
	0.6
	807
	0.9
	1,594
	2.0
	2,668
	1.8
	2,751
	1.7
	1,102
	0.9

	Apr 09
	1,388
	2.5
	1,490
	1.9
	980
	1.8
	2,197
	2.5
	3,250
	4.2
	5,058
	3.4
	5,580
	3.5
	2,401
	2.0

	May 09
	1,406
	2.5
	1,520
	1.9
	1,010
	1.9
	2,209
	2.5
	3,335
	4.3
	5,264
	3.5
	5,689
	3.6
	2,584
	2.2

	Jun 09
	1,488
	2.7
	1,495
	1.9
	980
	1.8
	2,201
	2.5
	3,443
	4.4
	5,185
	3.5
	5,683
	3.6
	2,507
	2.1

	Jul 09
	1,492
	2.7
	1,480
	1.8
	998
	1.9
	2,251
	2.6
	3,488
	4.5
	5,397
	3.6
	5,949
	3.7
	2,637
	2.3

	Aug 09
	1,485
	2.7
	1,484
	1.8
	1,012
	1.9
	2,293
	2.6
	3,481
	4.4
	5,465
	3.7
	5,973
	3.7
	2,718
	2.3

	Sep 09
	1,521
	2.7
	1,543
	1.9
	1,000
	1.9
	2,220
	2.5
	3,443
	4.4
	5,598
	3.8
	6,090
	3.8
	2,620
	2.2

	Oct 09
	1,485
	2.7
	1,542
	1.9
	996
	1.8
	2,198
	2.5
	3,541
	4.5
	5,553
	3.7
	6,233
	3.9
	2,594
	2.2

	Nov 09
	1,493
	2.7
	1,481
	1.8
	965
	1.8
	2,092
	2.4
	3,377
	4.3
	5,477
	3.7
	6,132
	3.8
	2,520
	2.2

	Dec 09
	1,445
	2.6
	1,414
	1.7
	996
	1.8
	2,091
	2.4
	3,277
	4.2
	5,639
	3.8
	6,123
	3.8
	2,335
	2.0

	Jan 10
	1,566
	2.8
	1,584
	2.0
	1,089
	2.0
	2,205
	2.5
	3,583
	4.6
	5,667
	3.8
	6,409
	4.0
	2,425
	2.1

	Feb 10
	1,651
	3.0
	1,601
	2.0
	1,111
	2.0
	2,175
	2.5
	3,571
	4.5
	5,591
	3.7
	6,450
	4.0
	2,446
	2.1

	Mar 10
	1,533
	2.7
	1,522
	1.9
	1,047
	1.9
	2,056
	2.3
	3,544
	4.5
	5,621
	3.8
	6,346
	3.9
	2,367
	2.0

	Apr 10
	1,502
	2.7
	1,464
	1.8
	982
	1.8
	1,962
	2.2
	3,510
	4.5
	5,598
	3.7
	6,075
	3.8
	2,259
	1.9

	May 10
	1,434
	2.6
	1,385
	1.7
	912
	1.7
	1,883
	2.1
	3,322
	4.2
	5,235
	3.5
	5,868
	3.6
	2,193
	1.9

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Source: Office for National Statistics – nomis


(1)The unemployment figure is based on the monthly claimant count figures, which measure only those people claiming Job Seekers Allowance (JSA).  The claimant count is normally a lower figure than those seeking work because some unemployed people are not entitled to claim unemployment related benefits, or choose not to do so.  Because of the way the data is collected unemployment trends based on claimant count figures tend to be more up to date and reliable, especially at the local level.  
Table 2   Unemployment Claimant Count Trends – Regional and National context
	Date
	Spelthorne
	Surrey
	South East
	London
	UK

	June 2009
	2.7
	2.1
	3.0
	4.2
	4.1

	July 2009
	2.7
	2.1
	3.0
	4.3
	4.2

	August 2009
	2.7
	2.1
	3.1
	4.4
	4.2

	September 2009 
	2.7
	2.1
	3.0
	4.5
	4.2

	October 2009
	2.7
	2.1
	3.0
	4.5
	4.2

	November 2009
	2.7
	2.1
	3.0
	4.4
	4.1

	December 2009
	2.6
	2.0
	3.0
	4.3
	4.1

	January 2010 
	2.8
	2.2
	3.2
	4.4
	4.3

	February 2010
	3.0
	2.2
	3.2
	4.5
	4.4

	March 2010 
	2.7
	2.1
	3.1
	4.5
	4.2

	April 2010
	2.7
	2.0
	3.0
	4.4
	4.1

	May 2010
	2.6
	1.9
	2.8
	4.3
	3.9


Table 3 shows the total monthly count of vacancies notified to job centres.  Spelthorne figures also include Egham, which is the area covered by the Staines Job Centre.  Interpretation of this data needs to take account of changes in recent years to Jobcentre Plus procedures for taking and handling vacancies.   The figures from Job Centres will not necessarily include all jobs available and being advertised in an area at a particular time.  

Table 3   Total Job Vacancies by Local Authority
	Date
	Spelthorne
	Elmbridge
	Runnymede
	Windsor & Maidenhead
	Slough
	Hounslow
	Hillingdon
	Richmondupon
Thames

	Apr ‘07
	776
	554
	391
	753
	733
	1,839
	1,739
	591

	Apr ‘08
	405
	413
	467
	460
	1,238
	1,234
	2,198
	684

	Apr ‘09
	375
	389
	510
	648
	376
	671
	1,142
	308

	May ‘09
	344
	392
	383
	1,008
	615
	954
	1,113
	616

	Jun ‘09
	417
	477
	288
	598
	724
	901
	1,141
	471

	Jul ‘09
	389
	432
	383
	521
	509
	801
	1,207
	555

	Aug ‘09
	424
	484
	670
	603
	696
	1,024
	1,457
	519

	Sept ‘09
	317
	363
	400
	780
	719
	761
	1,310
	454

	Oct ‘09
	317
	552
	291
	659
	660
	1,710
	1,638
	934

	Nov ‘09
	317
	678
	419
	770
	790
	1,288
	1,610
	655

	Dec ‘09
	294
	482
	360
	571
	569
	866
	1,211
	411

	Jan ‘10
	588
	809
	314
	364
	706
	585
	1,254
	282

	Feb ‘10
	624
	727
	361
	443
	616
	808
	1,331
	401

	Mar ‘10
	714
	646
	602
	581
	659
	1299
	1,587
	562

	Apr ‘10
	421
	624
	687
	573
	667
	981
	1,025
	504

	May ‘10
	416
	738
	618
	950
	860
	1,101
	1,350
	623

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Source: Office for National Statistics - nomis


Figure 1   Vacant shops in main centres

The level of vacancy is shown as a percentage of all units, and is taken from the Council’s own annual surveys. 

	
	
	2008
	2009
	2010

	Centre
	Total units
	Vacant units
	%
	Total units
	Vacant units
	%
	Total units
	Vacant units
	%

	Staines
	272
	25
	9.2
	259*
	23
	8.9
	267
	24
	9.0%

	Ashford
	166
	13
	7.8
	169
	19
	11.2
	174
	16
	9.2%

	Shepperton
	84
	2
	2.4
	86
	5
	5.8
	94
	9
	9.6%

	Sunbury Cross
	47
	4
	8.5
	46
	1
	2.2
	47
	0
	0%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Source: SBC Annual Monitoring Reports


*2009 decrease in number of units due to Majestic House redevelopment/demolition.

Figure 2   Vacant Commercial Premises (Office, Industrial and Warehousing)

The total amount of vacant office, industrial and warehouse floorspace in April 2010 represents approximately 7% of all commercial floorspace in the Borough. 

	
	April 2007
	April 2008
	April 2009 
	April 2010

	Vacant Commercial Floorspace
	44,713 sq m
	44,849 sq m
	45,889 sq m


	53,879 sq m

	
	
	Source: SBC Annual Monitoring Reports
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