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SPELTHORNE BOROUGH COUNCIL
HACKNEY CARRIAGE VEHICLE LICENCE

CONDITIONS OF LICENCE

TOWN POLICE CLAUSES ACT 1847

LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT 1976

1.0 Definitions

In these conditions unless the subject or context otherwise requires:

“Council” 

means Spelthorne Borough Council

“Proprietor”

means the holder of a hackney carriage vehicle licence

“Vehicle”

means a hackney carriage in respect of which the

                                    licence is issued

“Licence Plate”
means the plate issued be the Council for the purposes of identifying the vehicle as a hackney carriage duly licensed by the Council

2.0 Vehicle requirements
Every proprietor of a vehicle shall ensure that:

a) The vehicle together with all its fittings and equipment, is kept in an efficient, safe, watertight, clean and tidy condition and all relevant statutory requirements are fully complied with, including in particular those contained in the current Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) Regulations;

b) No material alteration or change in the specification, design, condition or appearance of the vehicle without the approval of the Council at any time while the licence is in force.

3.0 Licence plate

The proprietor shall at all times ensure that the licence plate shall be fixed in an upright position and displayed outside and near the rear of the vehicle either immediately above, on or below the bumper in such a position that the vehicle’s registration number is not obscured and with the details of the licence plate clearly visible.   Any bracket used to secure the licence plate to the vehicle must not obscure the registration plate illumination light.

The proprietor or driver shall not wilfully or negligently cause or suffer the licence plate attached to the vehicle, in pursuance of this condition, to be concealed from public view nor shall the proprietor allow the licence plate to be so defaced that any figure or material particular is illegible.   A supplementary double-sided licence badge will be supplied by the Council and is to be displayed on the inside of the windscreen together with contact information for the public.   These must be displayed in a position not obscuring the drivers view to the front or side of the vehicle.
The licence plates shall remain the property of the Council and where a licence lapses or is suspended or revoked, shall be returned within seven days to the Council. Any deposit, which may from time to time be determined by the Council, shall be refunded upon the plate being returned in a satisfactory condition. A deposit will be forfeited where formal procedures have to be adopted by the Council to secure the recovery of the plate.

4.0 Display of licence details and table of fares

The proprietor shall cause to be clearly displayed and maintained inside the vehicle in such a position as to be visible at all times to persons conveyed therein the licence number with the number of passengers prescribed in the licence and a laminated copy of the current “Table of Fares”.

5.0 Taxi sign

The proprietor shall ensure at all times when the vehicle is in use or is applying for hire that a sign, of a type approved by the Council, bearing the words “TAXI” and capable of being properly illuminated, shall be displayed on the roof of the vehicle.

6.0 Advertising, signs, notices etc

Save for the requirements of displaying the licence plate and a “No smoking” sign, the proprietor shall ensure that the vehicle is not displaying or carrying any signs, notices, advertisements, plates, numbers, letters, figures, symbols, emblems or devices whatsoever, on, in or from the vehicle without authority, save for the name and telephone number of the operator or proprietor which may be displayed on the front side doors or bonnet of the vehicle on a plate or sign written in characters not more than 4 inches (10cm) in height.   Any signs must not obscure the driver’s vision in any direction.
7.0 Change of details

The proprietor of a vehicle shall notify the Council, in writing and within fourteen days of any material change in the circumstances on the basis of which the licence was granted during the period of the licence including:

a) change of address giving their new address; and

b) convictions recorded against them or if the proprietor is a company or partnership, on any other director or partner.

8.0 Compliance with licence conditions

The proprietor must ensure that all persons involved in the driving or operation of the vehicle are fully aware of these licence conditions and the proprietor must also ensure that the conditions are fully observed and carried out.   The proprietor of a licensed hackney carriage vehicle commits an offence is he or she permits any person to drive the vehicle who is not the holder of a hackney carriage driver licence issued by Spelthorne Borough Council.   Any person who drives a licensed hackney carriage also commits an offence if he or she is not the holder of a current hackney carriage driver licence issued by Spelthorne Borough Council.
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