Agenda item 8


Update on priority theme: Spelthorne Safer Stronger Partnership

This report is an update on the work by the SSSP towards the Safer Spelthorne priority of the community Plan. It covers the period form November 2006 to March 2007. 

Background

The SSSP has a three year strategy and we are now coming to end of second year. Within the strategy are three priorities of anti-social behaviour, national priority crime and reassurance. 

Key achievements and challenges

The Partnership has worked hard to deliver an action plan over the last year and has available to it funds to help achieve its goals. There have been a number of good projects undertaken and progress has been made, but there remain significant challenges to the Partnership, as progress towards the Home Office target of a reduction in crime by 15.5% over the three years has been slow.

The last Partnership Action Day was held on 7th February 2007 in Stanwell. This particular 'Action Day' focussed on vehicle crime and youth disorder with many agencies taking part including DVLA, VOSA , Surrey Fire and Rescue Services, Surrey Youth Services and the Borough Council's Community Safety team, Environmental Health Licensing Officers and Car Park Enforcement Team. The 'Action Day' was also held in conjunction with a Surrey Crimestoppers vehicle crime campaign. 

Anti social behaviour

The number of Anti Social Behaviour Orders has increased to 13 and there are currently 8 Acceptable Behaviour Contracts in force. 

The Community Safety Team continue to work in hotspot areas through multi agency task groups and a good recent example of one such piece of work relates to the illegal use of mini motos on privately owned land known as 21 acres. Regular stakeholders meetings and advised on security to include target hardening of both sites through fencing repairs and replacements. Upgrading of Clubhouse security, deployment of stewards when Sports Club in use and issue of membership cards. Known offenders were hand delivered a joint agency letter advising of tools/powers that each could use from civil trespass to seizure of their vehicles. As a result the problem has significantly decreased. The group continues to remain together however to ensure the summer period does not increase the frequency of the problem

A key challenge for the coming year relates to youth work and the availability of detached youth workers and staff to run groups. The partnership is using funds in the coming year to employ two workers in Stanwell and Sunbury whose remit will be to recruit volunteers, make use of local available premises and increase detached work. This will make a big difference in that all important early engagement with young people who are at risk of offending.

Priority crime

Vehicle crime, burglary and violent crime have increased recently and operations such as the recent Operation Mortice to deal with vehicle crime offences have been implemented. 

Satellite navigation equipment continues to be major reason for car thefts and all organisations are encouraged to send out clear messages to their staff relating to reducing the likelihood of crime through taking basic crime prevention steps.

In October we launched the Sanctuary scheme which is aimed at providing victims of domestic violence with a safe and secure place within their own homes.

Reassurance

There have been more new Neighbourhood Watch groups formed and the total number for the borough is now 123 watches. 

New CCTV cameras have been installed at Clockhouse Park in Ashford, Lammas Park, Staines and Littleton Recreation Park, Shepperton. The monitoring station at Cedar House has been upgraded. A new camera is also shortly to be installed at Woodthorpe Road, Ashford.

Funding from the development of a hotel at Sunbury Cross, via a Section 106 agreement, has been obtained for further CCTV cameras at Sunbury Cross. Offenders have recently been caught causing criminal damage to the artwork in the tunnels at Sunbury Cross, following detection by the CCTV cameras and are currently being prosecuted in the courts.

Future plans and developments for 2007/08

The SSSP Board met in January and agreed the final years action plan and budget of the current strategy. New projects this year will include a countywide alcohol brief interventions programme and a further upgrade of CCTV in Staines, 

Melvin Hartley, the new Community Safety Partnership Manager, started in March Over the last 5 years he has undertaken similar roles with authorities in Hertfordshire and Hampshire. He will co-ordinate the work of the Partnership and manages the community safety team at the Council.

And finally,

Spelthorne Junior Citizen.

We secured £5000 sponsorship from British Airways to provide each child with a Junior Citizen Handbook at the conclusion of the event. This will enable schools to do follow up work and provide a permanent reminder to the children of how to keep themselves safe. In addition from 2008 this event will take place at B.A.'s Learning Centre. A purpose built site that will provide an even better learning experience.

Melvin Hartley

7th March 2007

