Agenda item 11

Update on priority theme: Spelthorne Safer Stronger Partnership

August 2006

This report is an update on performance towards Safer Spelthorne priority of the Community Plan.  It covers the period of April-July 2006.  

Background

Spelthorne Safer Stronger Partnership has a three year crime and disorder reduction strategy delivered through an annual action plan of which 2006/07 is the second year.  The strategy has three priorities: Anti-social behaviour, national priority crime and reassurance.  The partnership has a new name: Spelthorne Safer Stronger Partnership.  The Partnership is broadening its work around young people.  To reflect its wider responsibilities it has recruited additional representatives of young people.

Key Achievements and Challenges

CCTV in Spelthorne has been expanded to include two new systems: a twelve camera system in Stainash parade (which has had an immediate effect on reducing crime and disorder in the vicinity) and a five camera system in Shepperton Town Centre (which was fully working by August 2006.)

The Partnership held an action day in Sunbury in July 2006:

· 5 Vehicle and Operator Services Agency prohibitions for taxis

· 1 Customs and Excise seizure

· 36 vehicles stopped by police resulting in two Section 59 warnings, one vehicle seizure and seven stop and account forms issued.

There have been a number of high profile police campaigns to combat the persistent vehicle crime problem focused around Stanwell.

Unlicensed moped riders and other bikes causing a highly visible nuisance e.g. mini-motos.  These are not straightforward to control due to their visible numbers, geographical spread across the borough and sporadic appearance.

Crime Trends

Data is per 1000 population/household for April-June 2006 compared with January-March 2006

· Total Crime:
+4% (Total Crime for Surrey: +13%)

· Domestic Burglary: 
-6%

· Criminal Damage: 
-2%

· Violent Crime: 
+19%

· Vehicle Crime: 
-8%

Spelthorne CDRP is below average in its family of most similar CDRPs for total crime (last year it was above average).

Other achievements across Key Priorities

1. Anti-social Behaviour (ASB)

Pro-active policing has been used to tackle criminal damage and a number of arrests has led to lower levels of graffiti.  Stanwell is the criminal damage hotspot for the borough.  As part of our ASB Prevention action a youth shelter was installed in Cedars recreation ground in Sunbury, and a football youth camp held with the support of Brentford FC.  Following an operation in Ashford the Surrey Together team moved its operations to Shepperton to tackle anti-social behaviour.

The first course of the Youth Engagement Scheme took place in May, to aid the personal development of young people.  Mediation service handled eight cases and the Council ASB Officer handled eight cases.  An anti-social behaviour order was successfully served by the partnership ASB Casebuilder on a young person in June.  Seven acceptable behaviour contracts agreed through the Police Community Safety team.

All schools in the borough have been given access to RIDE materials for ASB education (covering life skills, drug awareness and citizenship).  Boards have been distributed throughout the borough to publicise information relating to arson.

2. National Priority Crime

Campaigns were held to alert drivers to the increase in theft from vehicles in particular “satnav” equipment.  ANPR (automatic number plate recognition), high visibility patrols and “sting” operations ran especially in the Stanwell hotspot.  New pubwatch launched in Staines to push forward premises license conditions in the town centre.  The Surrey Police Drugs bus visited a school in Spelthorne in May.

3. Reassurance 

The “Your Shout” event for voluntary groups held to promote activities for young people run by sports and faith groups.  There are now 105 Neighbourhood Watch schemes in place.

New and Future Plans for the CDRP in 2006/07

1. Anti-social Behaviour:  A further Surrey Fire and Rescue Service Young Engagement Scheme course. The graffiti film project and aerosol workshops are expected to be completed.  A new borough street scene team is to be set up to enforce environmental issues.

2. National Priority Crime: The Sanctuary scheme, providing safety for victims of domestic abuse in their own homes, is being planned for launch.  A new local framework for the ‘prevent and deter’ strand of the Prolific and other Priority Initiative is to be agreed.  An administrator for the Staines Town Centre Staisafe scheme will be recruited once a new Town Centre Manager has been employed.  Cycle security signs are to be installed in cycle bays across the borough.

3. Reassurance:  A series of Partnership Action Days are to be run throughout the Borough with the next in Staines Town Centre on 30th August 2006.  Further initiatives for the Bronzefield prison, Ashford, section 106 initiative, are planned.

