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Update on priority theme: Spelthorne Safer Stronger Partnership

November 2006

This report is an update on performance towards Safer Spelthorne priority of the Community Plan.  It covers the period of August-October 2006.  

Background

Spelthorne Safer Stronger Partnership has a three year crime and disorder reduction strategy delivered through an annual action plan of which 2006/07 is the second year.  The Partnership is now in the process of formulating it’s annual action plan for 2007/08, which will be for the third and final year of this current strategy. The strategy has three priorities: Anti-social behaviour, national priority crime and reassurance.  

Key Achievements and Challenges

CCTV in Spelthorne continues to expand. Further cameras are to be added to the camera system at Sunbury Cross and the current system refurbished. New cameras are planned for, Littleton Park Recreational Ground, Shepperton, Feltham Hill Road Recreation Ground, Clockhouse Lane Park, Woodthorpe Road, Ashford and The Lammas Park, Staines. All of these works are ongoing.

The Partnership held an action day in Ashford in October 2006. This particular action day focussed on vehicle crime and youth disorder. Agencies who took part included Police, Borough Council Community Safety Team, Licensing Officers, Surrey Trading Standards, Network South East and DVLA.

There have been a number of high profile police campaigns to combat the persistent vehicle crime problem focused around Stanwell.

Unlicensed moped riders and other bikes causing a highly visible nuisance e.g. mini-motos.  These are not straightforward to control due to their visible numbers, geographical spread across the borough and sporadic appearance.

Spelthorne Safer Stronger Partnership is below average in its family of most similar Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership’s for total crime (last year it was above average).

Other achievements across Key Priorities

1. Anti-social Behaviour (ASB)

Pro-active policing has been used to tackle criminal damage and a number of arrests have led to lower levels of graffiti.  Speed ramps have been installed in Manor Park Car Park, Shepperton and Fordbridge Road Car Park, Sunbury, to deter anti social driving. There have been no further complaints of anti social driving in these car parks since the ramps were installed.   Following an operation in Ashford, Surrey Trading Standards successfully carried out a prosecution of an Off-Licence for selling alcohol to an under 16 years old person.

The second course of the Youth Engagement Scheme took place during the summer. This course aims to aid the personal development of young people.  The Positive Action for Young People Scheme (PAYP) set up a range of activities for young people during the summer and other holiday periods. PAYP focuses on ‘hard to reach’ and the most vulnerable young people, 209 people attended these activities. The Youth Café re-opened in October at the Coffee Republic in Staines and was now open every Friday night. 

The Junior Citizen Programme was run in September, for 3 weeks. The programme focussed on life skills and was attended by over 1100 pupils from schools all over Spelthorne.

Mediation service handled twenty cases and the Council ASB Officer handled 19 cases.Thirteen acceptable behaviour contracts were agreed through the Police Community Safety team.

2. National Priority Crime

Campaigns were held to alert drivers to the increase in theft from vehicles in particular “satnav” equipment.  ANPR (automatic number plate recognition), high visibility patrols and “sting” operations ran especially in the Stanwell hotspot.  New pub watch launched in Staines to push forward premises license conditions in the town centre.  

3. Reassurance 

The “Your Shout” event for voluntary groups held to promote activities for young people run by sports and faith groups.  There are now 114 Neighbourhood Watch schemes in place.

New and Future Plans for the CDRP in 2006/07

1. Anti-social Behaviour:  A further Surrey Fire and Rescue Service Young Engagement Scheme course. The graffiti film project and aerosol workshops are now running and are well attended. A new borough street scene team is to be set up to enforce environmental issues.

2. National Priority Crime: The Sanctuary scheme, providing safety for victims of domestic abuse in their own homes, was launched in October.  A new local framework for the ‘prevent and deter’ strand of the Prolific and other Priority has been finalised pending final agreement and submission to the Safer Stronger Spelthorne Board. The Prolific and Priority Offender (PPO) Panel is currently managing twenty PPOs.  An administrator for the Staines Town Centre Staisafe scheme will be recruited and a new Town Centre Manager has been employed.  Cycle security has been installed in cycle bays across the borough.

3. Reassurance:  The Partnership Action Days are to continue and will be run throughout the Borough.

