Tree Management Strategy – Spelthorne Borough Council
Trees play an important role in Spelthorne’s towns and open spaces. They improve air quality, help manage flooding, support wildlife, and contribute to healthier, more attractive neighbourhoods.
This Tree Management Strategy explains how Spelthorne Borough Council manages trees on Council land, how tree work is prioritised, and how our approach supports wider commitments to climate change and biodiversity.
Why We Have a Tree Management Strategy
Spelthorne Borough Council has an existing Tree Policy which sets out how trees are protected and managed. This Tree Management Strategy builds on that policy by providing clearer information on:
· How we care for trees to help them live longer
· How tree maintenance and safety work is prioritised
· Typical timescales for addressing tree-related issues
· How tree management supports our Climate Change and Biodiversity objectives
How We Manage Council Trees
The Council is responsible for trees on land it owns or manages, including parks, open spaces, and other public areas.
We:
· Carry out regular inspections by qualified arboricultural professionals
· Assess trees based on their condition, location, and level of public use
· Record any work needed and programme it according to priority
Trees in busy locations, such as parks are inspected more frequently than those in quieter or naturalised spaces.
Keeping Trees Healthy and Extending Their Lifespan
Our priority is to retain and care for trees wherever it is safe and practical to do so.
We aim to extend the life of trees through:
· Appropriate pruning to maintain safety and structure
· Protecting roots and improving soil conditions
· Monitoring for pests, diseases, and environmental stress
Tree removal is a last resort and is only considered when a tree is dead, dangerous, or cannot be retained safely.
How Tree Work Is Prioritised
Tree work is prioritised using a risk-based approach that focuses on public safety while balancing environmental benefits.

Typical response times are:
· Urgent issues (immediate risk to people or property): dealt with as quickly as possible
· Non-urgent safety work: programmed and completed within planned timescales
· Routine maintenance: included in ongoing inspection and maintenance programmes
This ensures resources are used effectively and fairly across the borough.
Tree Planting and Replacement
Spelthorne Borough Council is committed to maintaining and increasing tree cover across the borough.
When trees are removed, we aim to replace them wherever feasible. Our planting approach focuses on:
· Planting the right tree in the right place
· Increasing species diversity to improve resilience
· Selecting trees that can adapt to future climate conditions
· Supporting wildlife and local biodiversity
Supporting Climate Change and Biodiversity
Trees are a key part of the Council’s response to climate change and biodiversity loss.
Through this Strategy, the Council will:
· Increase and protect tree canopy cover
· Retain mature and veteran trees where it is safe to do so
· Use native and wildlife-friendly species where appropriate
· Enhance habitats in parks and open spaces
Working With Our Communities
We recognise that residents care deeply about trees in their neighbourhoods.
We will:
· Clearly explain why tree work is necessary
· Encourage community involvement in tree planting initiatives
· Promote understanding of the benefits trees bring to health, wellbeing, and the environment
Reviewing the Strategy
This Tree Management Strategy will be reviewed regularly to ensure it remains effective, up to date, and aligned with best practice and the Council’s environmental priorities.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Who is responsible for trees in Spelthorne?
The Council is responsible for trees on land it owns or manages. Trees on private land are the responsibility of the landowner, even if the tree overhangs a public area.
How often are Council trees inspected?
Inspection frequency depends on location and risk. Trees in high-use areas are inspected more often than those in low-use or natural areas.
Why do you sometimes prune or remove healthy-looking trees?
Some issues, such as internal decay or root damage, are not always visible. Decisions are based on professional assessments to balance public safety and tree health.
Will trees always be replaced when they are removed?
Wherever possible, yes. However, replacement may not always be feasible due to underground services, space constraints, or safety considerations.
Can residents request tree work?
Residents can report concerns about Council-owned trees through the Council’s website. All requests are assessed and prioritised based on risk and available resources.
How does tree management help tackle climate change?
Trees absorb carbon, reduce urban heat, manage surface water, and support biodiversity. Managing and increasing tree cover helps Spelthorne adapt to and mitigate climate change.

