Spelthorne in Bloom 2026 – Judging Criteria

To maintain fairness, judging will be conducted on the same day whenever possible.

Best Front Garden
Judges will be looking for a front garden that is clearly visible from the footpath, with a well-planned design featuring healthy, well-maintained plants, including shrubs, perennials, and seasonal flowers for continuous colour. They will notice any special features such as fountains, birdbaths, or decorative elements, as well as rich, weed-free soil and tidy, defined borders. 

Best Hanging Basket/s
Hanging baskets will be judged on three main criteria: the variety of planting used to create texture and interest; plant health, with emphasis on vigorous, pest- and disease-free plants with lush foliage and vibrant blooms; and colour combinations, assessing how well complementary or contrasting colours are used.

Best Community Garden or Allotment Project
This category is divided into two sections: best community garden and best community allotment. 
Entrants must choose ONE appropriate category.
Best Community Garden
Judges will look for vibrant, healthy plantings, thoughtful colour combinations, and well-maintained, weed-free soil. Equally important is how the garden brings people together - through public access, seating areas, events, and training programmes that engage and involve local residents. Gardens that succeed both visually and socially are the ones that will stand out to the judges.
Or
Best Community Allotment
Judges will evaluate the overall condition of the plot, considering factors such as plant variety and quality, plant health, soil condition, and how well the area is maintained and kept free of weeds. They will also assess efforts to address environmental concerns and promote sustainability. Additionally, the level of local community involvement will be a key factor. This includes participation in maintenance, organization of both regular and special events, delivery of training programmes, and the use of any produce - for example, supporting food banks or other community initiatives.

Best Riverside Garden
To enter, gardens must have a direct view of the river. If they cannot be seen from the towpath, judges will assess them by boat. Evaluation will focus on a thoughtfully planned design showcasing healthy, well-maintained plants, including shrubs, perennials, and seasonal flowers that provide continuous colour. Special features such as fountains, birdbaths, decorative elements, and inviting seating areas will also be noted.

Best Kept Allotment
Judges will be looking for a productive and well-organized plot that demonstrates a variety of healthy crops and thoughtful planting, including vegetables, fruits, herbs, and pollinator-friendly plants. It should be tidy, free from weeds, well-manured, and carefully maintained, with clear paths and safe, functional structures. Sustainable practices such as crop rotation, composting, efficient water use, and wildlife-friendly features should be evident, reflecting environmental responsibility.

Best War Memorial/Place of Worship
Judges will assess the variety and health of plants, the harmony and impact of colour combinations, and the condition of soil and weed control. Special features such as sculptures, or plaques that enhance the overall impression will also be considered, along with the ability to create a welcoming, peaceful, or reflective atmosphere appropriate for a place of worship or war memorial.

Best Kept Small and Large Pub
The pub should showcase a diverse range of healthy, well-maintained plants, including flowers, shrubs, and hanging baskets, that create a welcoming atmosphere. Overall cleanliness, organization, and presentation of the planting areas and exterior spaces should ensure an inviting look that appeals to patrons.

Best Horticultural/Environmental Initiative 
This award recognises groups and communities in Spelthorne that promote horticulture, wildlife, and environmental conservation. As part of your submission, please provide a brief outline of your project’s objectives and achievements, along with images if available. 
Activities can include creating wildlife-friendly features such as bird, bat, or hedgehog boxes, log piles, ponds, and water sources; restoring overgrown land, rivers, or lakes; planting trees, hedgerows, or native plants; conserving local wildlife; and addressing climate change or water management. Submissions should show how the group engages the community, encourages sustainable practices, and makes a positive impact on the local environment.

Most Attractive Local Area within the Wards of Spelthorne
Nominated by Spelthorne and Surrey councillors, this award celebrates the pride, care, and community spirit shown in creating and maintaining beautiful local spaces that are not managed by the council. A wide range of areas can be recognised from a whole village, a vibrant high street, or an attractive smaller corner within a ward. We especially welcome nominations for projects driven by residents’ associations, local groups, and community organisations that make a lasting difference to their neighbourhoods.

Best School Planting Planting Area
A simple school planting project could involve creating a colourful and educational area in the school grounds where students grow easy-to-care-for plants such as herbs, vegetables, or pollinator-friendly flowers in small beds, containers, or recycled planters. Judging will focus on the variety and health of the plants, the creativity and visual appeal of the layout, and the level of student involvement in planting and maintenance together with the educational value in teaching students about plant growth, nature, and environmental responsibility.

Best Commercial Garden
The best commercial garden - for example business premises such as shops, offices, hotels, and restaurants should balance striking visual appeal with expert maintenance, whether managed by professional gardeners or dedicated volunteers. 
Pubs should not be entered as these will be judged in a separate category. 
It will be is judged on attractiveness, plant health, and overall care. Judges will look for attractive colours, textures, and seasonal interest, as well as smart design features like paths, seating, or water. Practical aspects like proper watering, pest control, and healthy soil are important, along with eco-friendly practices such as using native plants or supporting pollinators. Overall, the garden should be well-kept, functional, and creative.

Best New Entrant – to be decided by committee judges
Best in Show – to be decided by committee judges
