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1 Vision statement 
 

Studioôs walk, referred here as óthe siteô, will continue to support lowland 

mixed deciduous woodland (HPI) with ecotonal scrub and grassland habitats 

along the woodland edges, patches of wet woodland, the river Ash with its marginal 

vegetation and scattered reedbed as well as areas of grassland, through the 

successful implementation of this management plan. Wet woodland and reedbeds 

are important habitats and their restoration is also part of the objectives of the 

TV04: Thorpe & Shepperton BOA, where the site is located. The site is of local 

importance for wildlife and for the residents, and it will continue to be managed 

by SBC to enhance biodiversity and to bring the woodland (which is the most 

important and largest feature for the site) into a more favourable condition. 

The positive biodiversity woodland management will particularly focus on the removal 

of non-native and invasive species, and on creating greater structure within the 

woodland to support micro habitats which can be utilised by a diversity of flora and 

fauna. It will also aim to enhance grassland, scrub and riparian habitats to create 

connectivity and to provide suitable opportunity for protected species. The plan 

promotes the involvement of the local community as well through volunteering work for 

the conservation of the habitats. 
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2 Summary 
 

Surrey Wildlife Trust (SWT) Ecology Services was commissioned on 10 April 2024 by 

Spelthorne Borough Council to prepare a management plan at Studioôs walk to 

cover the years 2025-2035. 

The aim of the management plan is to assess the significance of the biodiversity on 

the site and determine suitable management in order to enhance biodiversity. 

The following significant ecological features were identified on the site which have the 

potential to support locally, nationally and internationally important wildlife: 

¶ Woodland (HPI) 

¶ Scrub 

¶ Grassland 

¶ Riverine habitat 

Other important focus points considered when producing this plan include: 

¶ Volunteersô engagement 

¶  Legal and other obligations (including statutory site obligations and agri-environment 

scheme requirements) 

¶ Public access / amenity value 

¶ Monitor and review 

Figure 1 presents the baseline of the recorded habitats. The works and monitoring 

programme is detailed in Table 2 below. 

This plan will be adaptive and will be regularly reviewed and updated in line with the 

monitoring results. This will help to ensure the management measures deliver the 

desired outcome.. 

An overview of the project is presented in Table 1, and a summary of the management 

plan in Table 2 and the monitoring plan in Table 3. 

Table 1: Project overview 
 

Project type 
 

Site name 
 

Landowner 
 

Land manager 
 

Responsible person/organisation for 
creating or enhancing the habitat 

 

Period covered by this management 
plan 

 

Central OS grid reference 
 

Are any irreplaceable habitats 
present onsite 

 

Required consents and licences 
 

Funding mechanism 

 
 
 

6225-A/Report 1.0 

 
 

Onsite 
 

Woodland at Studioôs Walk, Shepperton TW17 0JZ 
 

Spelthorne Borough Council 
 

Spelthorne Borough Council 
 

Spelthorne Borough Council 

 
 
2025-2035 

 
TQ 0659 6853 

 
Yes 

 
A bat GLAT is required before felling any trees. 
 

SBC 
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Site restrictions 
 

Legal agreement 
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None 
 

Section 106 
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Monitoring timescale 
 

Summary of monitoring measures 

 
 
Species monitoring surveys for bats (bat box checks) ï to be undertaken by licenced people (ecologists or 

local conservation group) 
 

Species monitoring surveys for hazel dormouse - to be undertaken by licenced people (ecologists or local 
conservation group) 

 

Bird box checks - to be undertaken by licenced people (ecologists or local conservation group) 

 
 

Species monitoring surveys for breeding birds. 
 

Staff and visitor wildlife recording scheme. 
 

RCA assessment by a licenced ecologist and water quality testing 

 
 

Aquatic invertebrate surveys by an entomologist 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 

 
Monitoring Frequency (per 

year) 

 
 

Years 3, 5 and 10 (frequency 
depending on funding) 

 

Years 3, 5 and 10 (frequency 
depending on funding) 

 

Years 3, 5 and 10 (frequency 
depending on funding) 

 

Years 3, 5 and 10. 
 

Ongoing. Year 1-10 
 

year 2, 5 and 10 (frequency 
depending on funding) 

 

year 3, 5 and 10 (frequency 
depending on funding)
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81: Ruderal or ephermal (G2) 
147: Fallen dead wood abundant (WC1/2) 
10: Scattered Scrub (WF1-5) 
159: Standing dead wood abundant (WF1-5) 
1160: In troduced Shrub (WF1-5) 

Key 
Site Boundary 

Target Notes 

Baseline Linear Features 
r2b - Other Rivers and Streams (WC1-2) 

Baseline Area Features 
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u1c - Artificial Unvegetated; Unsealed surface (U1) 

u1b5 - Buildings 
 

WF1 
WF1 

 
 

WC2 TN15 

 

w1f - Lowland Mixed Decidous Woodland (WF1-5) 

h3h - Mixed Scrub (HS1) 

 

TN27  TN18 
WF4                                                     HS1 

 
 
 
 
 

TN25 TN19 
 

TN14 
TN13 TN20 

U1 
U1 

 
 
 
 

TN26 
 

WF1 

 
 

TN10 
WF3 

 

TN9 
WC2 

WC1 

TN8 

 
 

TN30 
 

WF5 

TN7 TN5 

TN3 

TN4 

 
 
TN21 
 

G3 
G3 

G3 G3 

G3 
WF2 

 
TN2  U1 

TN22                                  WF2 

 
 
 
 

WF2 

 

TN28 
 

TN29 WF2 

TN23 

 
 
 

TN24 

Scale : 1:2 ,000  
Maxar, Microsoft 

Produce d by: Surrey Wil dlife Trust Ecology  Services  

 
© Crown  copyright  and database  right 2024 
Ordnance Survey  
 
Created By:JW  
 
6225, October 2025  

 

Fig ure 1:  
Studio ôs walk , 

Shepperto n Habitat 



B
a
s
e
l
i
n
e
 
P
l
a
n



Management Plan 2024-2034 

Studioôs walk 

Spelthorne Borough Council 
 

3 Introduction 

3.1 Background 

Surrey Wildlife Trust (SWT) Ecology Services was commissioned on 10 April 2024 by 

Spelthorne Borough Council to prepare an update management plan at Studioôs walk 

to cover the years 2025-2034. 

This is an update to a previous management plan prepared by Surrey Wildlife Trust 

and implemented from 2008 to 2012 (Surrey Wildlife Trust, 2008). 

3.2 Scope of work 
 

The scope of work included: 

¶            A review of existing information for the site including past management plans (Surrey 

Wildlife Trust, 2008), agri-environment schemes and past survey and monitoring data. 

¶ A habitat survey following UK habitat classification methods. 

¶ An assessment of the likelihood of the site to support rare and/or protected species. 

¶ Site visit and meeting with relevant staff. 

¶ Identification of important features of the site and setting of objectives and targets. 

¶  Description of management measures required to meet objectives and targets 

including a monitoring strategy. 

¶ Ten-year work plan and associated mapping. 

The information and data provided have been prepared in accordance with current 

best-practice guidance (CIEEM, 2022b), (CIEEM, 2021), (BSI, 2013) and (BSI, 2021). 

Our ecologists are bound by CIEEMôs óCode of Conductô (CIEEM, 2022a). 

4 Legislative and planning policy framework 
 

Certain designated sites, habitats and species are protected under UK legislation and 

planning policies. These have been taken into account when writing this plan and it is 

important that this is taken into account when carrying out management of the site or 

when planning any future development on the site. Section 14 considers legal and 

other obligations relevant to the management plan. Relevant legislation and planning 

policies are detailed in Appendix 5. 

5 The site 
 

The site, presented in Figure 1, covers a total of approximately 7 ha. It is located at a 

central grid reference TQ 0659 6853, in a residential area and is bounded by the 

Shepperton Studios and the village of Littleton to the north and east, Squireôs Bridge 

Road to the east, Shepperton Studios South to the south and west, and fields to the 

west and northwest. The River Ash runs through the centre of the site on an east-west 

axis and continues to the east and west of the wider landscape. Shepperton Green 

village is to the south. The site is in Spelthorne Borough Council and they own and 

manage the site. 

Further information on the site, along with historical information collected is detailed in 

Appendix 3. 
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6 Baseline conditions 

6.1 Designated sites 

No designated sites are present within the site itself. 

6.2 Site within the wider area 

Three statutory designated site was recorded within 2 km of the survey area, including 

one SSSI and two LNR. 

One non-statutory designated sites, comprising South-West London Waterbodies, was 

recorded within 300 m north of the survey area. 

The distance of the designated sites from the site boundary is presented in Table 4. 

The site is within London Green Belt area. 

Biodiversity Opportunity Areas 

A number of Biodiversity Opportunity Areas (BOAs) have been identified within Surrey. 

These areas are described by the Surrey Nature Partnership as ñextensive areas 

where improved habitat management, as well as efforts to restore and re-create Priority 

habitats will be most effective in enhancing connectivity to benefit recovery of Priority 

species in a fragmented landscape. They are therefore the basis for achieving Sir John 

Lawtonôs vision of a ñcoherent and resilient ecological networkò in Surrey. 

The site is located within the TV04: Thorpe & Shepperton BOA. 

The following habitats have been identified as important in the area statements for this 

BOA: floodplain grazing-marsh, meadows, acid grassland, standing open water, 

reedbeds, wet woodland, hedgerows. The main objectives for the BOA that are 

relevant to this site and management plan include the restoration (or creation) of 

priority habitats such as wet woodland and reedbeds and the stabilisation (or recovery) 

of priority species such as the marsh stitchwort, greater water-parsnip and water vole. 
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6.3 Recent management (past achievements) 
 

A previous management plan was implemented from 2008 to 2012 (Surrey Wildlife 

Trust, 2008) to enhance woodland, scrub, grassland and aquatic habitats. It was mainly 

focused on the eradication of non-native invasive species such as the Japanese 

knotweed, giant hogweed, bamboo and cherry laurel, improving the habitat conditions 

for biodiversity and involving the local volunteers in conservation work. The previous 

report (Surrey Wildlife Trust, 2008) mentioned that sycamore should be managed as 

considered non-native, but on review and based on assessment, sycamore now to be 

considered as an introduced naturalised tree species, removal is not as necessary but 

will provide recommendations in the woodland section below on how to thin where 

necessary. 

However, since 2012, the lack of targeted management work has contributed to the 

spread of non-native species and the degradation of all habitats on site that now 

require up-to-date management. 

6.4 Habitats 

Desk study 

Waterbodies 

One waterbody was recorded within the site. River Ash flows east to west across the 

woodland at Studioôs walk, central grid reference is TQ0649 6869. The river then 

splits, into two channels, with approximate central grid reference TQ0651 6854. 

Both sections of the river are shown in Figure 1. 

In addition, four waterbodies were recorded within 500 m of the survey area. These 

and their distance from the survey area red line boundary are listed below: 

¶ Queen Mary Reservoir is at 300 m to the north (grid reference TQ0664 6912) 

¶ A canal at 340 m east (grid reference TQ0595 6900). 

¶ A pond at 430 m southwest (grid reference TQ0606 6832). 

¶ A lake (part of the sailing club) at 350 m to the south (grid reference TQ0661 6803). 

Other small garden waterbodies may be present, but do not show up on maps. 

Ancient woodland and veteran trees 

No parcels of ancient woodland were identified within the site. 

One parcel of ancient woodland was identified within 1 km of the site, at a distance of 

approximately 450 m to the northwest of site; it is approximately 1.6 ha in size. 

Three veteran trees were recorded in 2008 and described in the management plan and 

maps (Surrey Wildlife Trust, 2008). Although information on where they were was not 

provided in the arb report, and they were not recorded during the latest survey, it is 

assumed that they are still present. 

Habitat survey results 
 

Six types of habitats were recorded during the UK Habs survey. The location of these 

is presented in Figure 1. A summary of each habitat is provided in Table 5. 
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6.5 Species 

Desk study 

Below is a summary of known species information for the site gathered from past 

surveys and other documents relating to the site. It includes the results of an online 

desk study undertaken consulting MAGIC website (DEFRA, n.d.) on the 11/09/2024 

and which lists any mitigation licenses for protected species returns within 1 km of the 

site. The below also included a review of the ecology surveys and desk study 

undertaken on 2008 (Surrey Wildlife Trust, 2008). 

Fauna 

Invertebrates 

The survey area supports woodland habitat which is ideal for saproxylic insects such 

as the stag beetle, in particular within the deadwood, the mature and veteran trees but 

also in the woodland edge with scrub. In 2008, stag beetle was recorded during the 

invertebrate survey. The grassland and scrub offer suitable habitat for pollinators and 

the river supports various species of aquatic invertebrates such as dragonflies and 

damselflies. 

No records of invertebrate species returned from the desk study. However, three 

common species were recorded on site during the survey in 2024, black-headed 

cardinal beetle, banded demoiselle and common blue damselfly. 

A terrestrial invertebrate survey was undertaken in 2008 (Surrey Wildlife Trust, 2008) 

where a total of 226 species were recorded, of which 11 were rare or notable species 

including the stag beetle which is a BAP species. 

Amphibians 

The survey area supports aquatic habitat suitable for common UK amphibian species 

including common toad and common frog. Terrestrial amphibian habitat also exists 

within woodland, woodland edge, scrub, grassland. Suitable terrestrial habitat within 

the site is present in woodland, scrub, woodland edge and grassland. Great crested 

newt and other newt species usually prefers standing water with no flow, and it is 

unlikely that the speciesô are present in the river, however suitable aquatic habitat is in 

the river channel with a slow flow and shallow waters and potentially the four 

waterbodies that have been identified within 500 m of the site. It is therefore possible 

that newt species are using the suitable terrestrial and aquatic habitats in the site and 

wider area. 

The desk study returned with no records of amphibian species within the site or any 

mitigation license within 2 km from the site. 

No amphibians were recorded during the survey. 

Great crested newt and common toad are Species of Principal Importance (SPIs). 

Reptiles 

The survey area supports suitable habitat for slow-worm, grass snake and common 

lizard, including semi-improved grassland, dense scrub, scattered scrub, woodland 

edge. 
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The desk study returned no records of reptile species within the site and no reptiles 

were recorded during the survey. 

All UK reptile species are SPI. 

Birds 

The site supports suitable foraging and nesting bird habitat within the areas of 

woodland, dense scrub, scattered scrub, longer grassland. The river and adjacent 

riparian habitat provide additional foraging habitat, as well as nesting habitat for 

waterflow and wader species. 

The desk study returned no records of the notable bird species within the site. 

However, the site is at around 300m from Queen Mary Reservoir part of the Important 

Bird Areas (GB). 

Numerous bird nest boxes installed on trees were observed mainly along the foot 

paths. Most of the present boxes were damaged and not functional. Some boxes were 

erected on now diseased ash trees, some boxes are damaged and should be replaced 

or fixed. 

The following bird species were recorded during the survey: song thrush, blackcap, 

wren, great tit, breeding blue tit (TN25), chiffchaff, woodpigeon, robin, kingfisher, 

breeding mallard, breeding moorhen and breeding coot. 

The song thrush is a BAP priority species, it is also classified as well as the moorhen 

and wood pigeon in the UK as Amber under the Birds of Conservation Concern 5: the 

Red List for Birds (2021). 

Kingfisher is a Schedule 1 species of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. 

Ring-necked parakeets were recorded on site during the survey, this is an invasive 

species included in Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. 

A breeding bird survey was undertaken in 2008 (DWS Ecology, 2008) and results 

included thirty-eight species, of these four were BAP priority species, dunnock, song 

thrush, starling, and house sparrow. Three species were red-listed and six amber-listed 

(Surrey Wildlife Trust, 2008). Eleven species confirmed as breeding, mallard, 

moorhen, wren, blue tit, great tit, magpie, carrion crow, chiffchaff, blackbird, coot and 

robin. While stock dove, woodpigeon, collared dove, rosed ringed parakeet, song 

thrush, black cap, goldcrest, chaffinch, goldfinch and greenfinch as probably breeding. 

Numerous bird boxes previously installed on trees were observed mainly along the foot 

paths. Some boxes were erected on now diseased ash trees, some boxes are 

damaged and should be replaced or fixed. 

Mammals 

Badger 

The survey area supports suitable badger habitat within woodland, scrub and 

grassland. 

Signs of badger activity including one suitable hole (TN10) within an area of dense 

winter heliotrope within WF3. 
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The desk study does not include badger records, and the local Badger Group was not 

consulted as part of the desk study. Historical records could therefore be held by the 

local badger group. 

Bats 

The following six habitats were recorded as being suitable for foraging and commuting 

bats. Details of these are provided in Table 6. 

Table 6: Habitats in the survey area suitable for use by bats 
 

Habitat 
 

Lowland mixed deciduous woodland 
 

Other neutral grassland 
 

River 
 

Scrub 
 

Mature and veteran trees 
 

Bat boxes 

Suitable use for bats 
 

Commuting, foraging and roosting 
 

Foraging, commuting 
 

Foraging, commuting 
 

Foraging 
 

Roosting, foraging and commuting 
 

Roosting 
 

Numerous bat boxes installed on trees were observed mainly along the foot paths. 

Some boxes were erected on now diseased ash trees, some boxes are damaged and 

should be replaced or fixed. 

One granted mitigation licence record was found within 2 km of distance from the site: 

¶  The licence (2020-50356-EPS-MIT) was granted from 2021 to 2026, for a common 

pipistrelle, soprano pipistrelle and brown long-eared resting place at grid reference 

TQ0519 6769, located at 1550 m to the southwest. 

Bat presence / likely, species assemblage and activity surveys using a variety of 

different survey methods (acoustic analysis and trapping) were undertaken in 2008 

(AEWC Ltd., 2008). Results show records of a minimum of seven species including 

common pipistrelle, soprano pipistrelle, Nathusiusô pipistrelle, Daubentonôs bat, 

whiskered bats, noctule and Leislerôs bat. 

As a result of the 2008 surveys, the site was considered important for whiskered bat, 

given the higher density of bats of this species in relation to the overall scarcity within 

the whole UK. It was also highlighted the local significance of the aquatic habitat for 

foraging Daubentonôs bat, Nathusiusô and soprano pipistrelles. 

In addition, the presence of a possible soprano pipistrelle maternity roost within the 

woodland was identified in 2008, though the location not confirmed (Surrey Wildlife 

Trust, 2008). 

Noctule, brown long-eared and soprano pipistrelle are SPIs. 

Hazel dormouse 

The survey area supports suitable hazel dormouse habitat in the form of woodland and 

scrub. There is wide variety of plants that provide resource during the year and areas 

of dense scrub and understorey that create good commuting and nesting habitat as 

well as mature tree canopy. This makes the site suitable for summer and winter nests. 

However, the areas near the river where wet woodland is present are not suitable for 

 
 
6225-A/Report 1.0 12



Management Plan 2024-2034 

Studioôs walk 

Spelthorne Borough Council 
 

hibernation and not ideal for summer activity either. The HPI deciduous woodland is 

well connected to a parcel of ancient woodland to the north-east of the site through 

woods and hedgerows. As such, although it is unknown whether hazel dormouse is 

using the habitats on site, given the aforementioned factors, the site can be considered 

suitable for the species. Signs of hazel dormouse activity were not recorded during the 

survey. 

The desk study did not return records of hazel dormouse within the site or within 1km 

of the site. 

Hazel dormouse is a SPI. 

Otter 

The site supports suitable otter habitat in the form of river and channel. 

Historical records of otter were not returned as part of the desk study. 

Signs of otter activity were not recorded during the survey. 

Given the high levels of anthropic disturbance such as public access and surrounding 

urban area it is unlikely the species is present on site. 

Otter is a SPI. 

Water vole 

The survey area supports suitable water vole habitat in the form of river and channel, 

areas where the watercourse banks have marginal vegetation and areas of grassland. 

Some areas of the river and channel are slow-flowing and have a soft bankside 

substrate for burrowing. Water voles are herbivores and feed on reeds, grasses, 

rushes, sedges and a wide range of wetland and aquatic plants that are present on 

site. It is possible the species could use the habitat on site; however, signs of water 

vole activity were not recorded during the survey. 

Historical records of water vole were not returned as part of the desk study. 

The site presents anthropic disturbance such as public access and surrounding urban 

area, however the riverbanks conserve areas that are suitable for borrowing and 

foraging, and it does extends west to fields where there could be presence of the 

species downstream . 

Water vole is a SPI. 

Other mammals 

Suitable habitat occurs on the site for a range of mammal species including hedgehog, 

water shrew, common shrew, pygmy shrew, wood mouse, yellow-necked mouse, bank 

vole and field vole. The suitable habitat is within woodland, scrub, grassland, riparian 

habitat, log and brash piles. 

During the habitat survey evidence of the presence of other mammal species was 

recorded such as mammal holes in the grassland habitat. 

The desk study revealed no historical records of other mammal species on the site or 

within 1 km of the site. 

Hedgehog is an SPI. 
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Flora 
 

One hundred and one vascular plants were recorded during the survey. This is a typical 

number given the habitats present and the time of year. A list of vascular plant species 

recorded within each habitat type and their abundance is provided in Appendix 1. 

Rare and notable species 

The following habitats have the potential to support rare/notable plant species: 

¶ Lowland mixed deciduous woodland (HPI), with pockets of wet woodland. 

¶ Scrub 

¶ River 

¶ Other neutral grassland 

The survey was undertaken just within the optimal survey season for woodland, which 

is April to May. May is also optimal for majority of habitats, as plant species are above 

ground and in flower. 

In the woodland, one rare/notable species (bluebell) was recorded during the survey. 

Bluebells are also included in the Schedule 8 of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981. 

Not all areas of the woodland could be surveyed as not easily accessible due to thick 

vegetation and given that the woodland habitat is identified as HP, given also the 

presence of other ancient woodland indicator vascular plants, such as the above 

mentioned bluebell, the pendulous sedge, wood-sedge, remote sedge and bush vetch, 

it is likely that other ancient woodland indicator vascular species are present in the 

survey area. 

Invasive and non-native plant species 

The following species listed under Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, 

as amended, were recorded during the survey: 

¶ Virginia Creeper (TN 21 and TN 22). 

¶  An approximate location for a Japanese knotweed stand was provided by the client 

(TN 31), and survey results from 2008 show presence of Japanese knotweed and giant 

hogweed on site (Surrey Wildlife Trust, 2008), these were recorded in Figure 1 for 

reference at TN 28-30. 

¶ Arrow bamboo (TN1). 

¶ Furthermore, a stand of butterfly-bush, which is not listed on Schedule 9, but which is 

known to be non-native invasive species was recorded (TN 7). 

Target notes 
 

Details of target notes recorded during the survey are presented in the table below. 
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Table 7: Target notes 
 

TN 
number 

 

Description Photograph 

 

1 A stand of 
bamboo 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 Deadwood 
within the river 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 Carpet of ivy 
and winter 
heliotrope 
covering      the 
ground 
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TN 
number 

 

4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 

 

Description Photograph 

 
Deadwood and 
litter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Deadwood 
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